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1. Our ship was in Fortaleza in February 1954 at which time we unlocaded, among other

thinga, heavy equipment for a power plant to be constructed in that area.

able to make the following observations.

a. Port Conditions: Fortaleza is served by the
3% 437 18" S, longttude 28° 30' 00" W. The

it has been under constructicn since 1941, 18 still unfinished.

tected by 1,460 meters of stone breakwater.
heavy surge alongside the dock.

I was

port of Mucuripe, latitude

port of Mucuripe, even though
It 18 pro-
Our ship was exposad to a very

The vessel rolled as much as five degrees.

A strong easterly wind blowing across the dock kept the vessel four to five

feet off the dock at all times.

Because of the heavy surge, our ship en-

countered considerable difficulty and did same damage in discharging a

30-ton’ 113,
ward and 16 feet aft.

b. Pier and Dock Facilities:

Chart #1163 running 211° to 031°, presently has a face 426 meters long.
planned to eventually extend this pier to a len
The pilot reports that the present depth /Febru-
At preseat /February 19547 only three ships
This makes it necessary for 70 rer cent of the ships

depthl of 27 feet alongside.
ary 1954/ alongside is 18 feet.
can dock at 2 time.

While alongside the dock, our ship was draving 15 feet for-
The ship never touched bottom.

The piler at Mucuripe, shown on Hydrographic Office

It is
of 2,400 meters with a

using the port to anchor about 500 yards from shore and discharge cargo into

lighters.
10 tons.

There sre seven cranes on the Pler, but they can only 1ift up to
A ship has to use her own cranes to discharge any heavy 1lifts.

There is a small gauge railroad track about six feet from the edge of'the

pier. During our
by truck when loaded.
warehouse on ‘the pier.

As is shown on figure

visit, railroad cars were pushed by hand when empty and

(1), there is one uncompleted
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Stevedores: Stevedores at Mopcuripe are inewrariszcsd with usavy lift gear.
a1 our ship, the crew drove the heavy 1lift winches. Regular working hours
axe from 0700-1100 and from 1300-1T700 on all week days. All work dome outside

these hours 1s overtime.

Cd. uéur H Thare axre T0 ﬁéhtefe :‘B'elonsing to five compaaies. These lighters
bave a total capacity of 3,146 tons. The average amount of cargo handled for
locding and unloading through lighters varies fom 300-600 tons 1n 24 hours
depending on the nature cf the cargo and on weather conditions.

e. Towage: There is adequate towage for lihters only. L

f. Pilotage: Pilotage is not compulsory, but it is advisable. The pilot boat that
met our ship was e small sail boat.

8. Supplies: Fuel oil and diesel oil are available from Shell Mex (Brazil) Lta.

Plentiful supplies of Pfresh meat, fish, poultry, eggs, and vegetables, as well
as dry goods are generally available. Port authorities state that fresh water
can be supplied to docked ships by truck tunker:, However, our ship was unable

to obtain any fresh water.

h. Repair Facilities: There are sufficiert facilities for most repairs not requir-~

ing a: drydock.

1. So ngs made at Dockside: The soundings shown on figure (1) shew very 1ittle
water on the inside of the vussel. However »1 definitaly recall these soundings
were taken from the wharf and that the bank no doubt ralls away steeply to the

outer soundings.
[S-ee poge 3 for figure (1.)7
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